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and the commission recommended “‘that the legislature pass an 
act making it unlawful unnecessarily or wilfully to waste a nat- 
ural resource and providing proper penalties for violation of 
the same.’’ This recommendation was enacted into law by the 
legislature (Chapter 143, Laws of Wisconsin, 1911). This law 
reads as follows: 


“Section 1. There is added to the statutes a new section to read: 
Section 4570m. 1. It is hereby made unlawful for any person, firm, 
or corporation, unreasonably to waste or maliciously to injure, destroy, 
or impair any natural resource within this state. 

“2. It is the purpose of this act to promote and secure the conserva- 
tion of the natural resources Within the state in the interests of the 
public welfare. 

“3. Any person, firm, or corporation violating the provisions of 
this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars, and 
for a second offense may be punished by a fine of not more than two 
hundred dollars. 

“Section 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage and publication.” 


This is believed to be the most comprehensive law for the pro- 
tection of natural resources which’ has been enacted by any 
state. At the outset its effect may not be great, but it will have 
a steadily increasing power through the years to come. To illus- 
trate: When it can be proved that it is unnecessary to waste the 
branches and tops of the trees or some part of them in lumber- 
ing operation, by showing that they can be utilized with econ- 
omic advantage, this act may be invoked to prevent the waste. 
Where a farmer unnecessarily permits erosion to cut gulleys in 
his field and to destroy the soil, which should be a perpetual 
resource of the state, it is clear that this act may compel him to 
take reasonable measures to prevent the continuation of such 
destruction. 

Apparently the work of the commission, appointed by Gover- 
nor Davidson, met the approval of the state legislature ; for the 
legislature of 1911 created a permanent state conservation com- 
mission, (Chapter 644 Laws of 1911), consisting of seven mem- 
bers, to be appointed by the governor, for periods for the first 
appointment of two, four, and six years, and as their successors 
are appointed for terms of six years. The act states that the 
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duties of the commission are: ‘‘To consider the natural resources 
of the state of Wisconsin with reference to their remaining unim- 
paired so far as this is practicable. The commission shall present 
a first report to the governor on or before January 1, 1913, and 
biennially thereafter, such report to contain the results of in- 
vestigations with recommendations as to measures to be taken 
to conserve the natural resources of the state, and, if such 
recommendations embody legislation, drafts of bills to accom- 
plish the same. The poeem is authorized to have such ea 
printed by the state printer.” 

The commissioners receive no compensation for their services, 
but are to be reimbursed for their actual necessary expenses in 
the performance of the duties assigned to them by the governor. 
An appropriation of $1,000 was made to cover such expenses. 

The governor acting under this law, on April 6, 1912, ap- 
pointed the following as the state conservation commission: 

For two years, H. H. Hoard; W. N. Smith. 

For four years, Thomas H. Gill; V. P. Richardson. 

For six years, E. A. Birge; E. M. Griffith; Charles R. Van 
Hise. 

On May 24, 1912, the commission above appointed met and 
organized by electing Charles R. Van Hise chairman, and E. M. 
Griffith, secretary-treasurer. 

The third report of the Wisconsin state commission is pre- 
pared upon the same plan as the first two reports. Special 
papers are presented on various subjects concerning which 
action is advisable. Some of these papers are by members of 
the commission and others by nonmembers. The special studies 
thus made have to a considerable extent furnished the basis upon 
which the report of the commission is built up. As heretofore, 
the commission has confined itself to those subjects upon which 
concrete suggestions or recommendations seem advisable at the 
present time. 


